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For further information and assistance
with weed identification and control,
contact the Queensland Parks and
Wildlife Service Eurong Office which has
produced a very helpful document on the
weeds and other pests of Fraser Island.

Please remember that any plants
brought from outside Fraser Island to
the island can easily become weeds
and can introduce seeds. They can
also unwittingly carry alien ants,
worms, cane toads and other pests
detrimental to the ecology of Fraser
Island.

Soil introduced with pots and plants
may also carry very serious micro-
organisms which could impact heavily
on Fraser Island such as Phytophthera
cinnammomi which is common in
many home gardens but can be
devastating in the natural
environment.

It is also illegal to take any plant, soil,
etc on to Fraser Island - (Recreation
Areas management By-law 1991)
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Prevent the Introduction of

New Pest Species (flora and fauna)

Every weed on Fraser Island was taken
there and most escaped from people's

ardens. Once established in the wild

ey are much more difficult to find and
eradicate and they can spread easily.
That is why the weeds need to be
attacked at the centres of infestation
which are in the villages and mainly
close to buildings.

Certain weeds found at Eurong but not
included in this booklet, such as Mother
of Millions, Mother-in-Law’s Tongue and
Fishbone Fern can be easily spread if
not disposed of correctly. They should
be placed in garbage bags and placed
in the rubbish bins so that they cannot
spread further on Fraser Island.

Native Alternative:

Cabbage tree palm
(Liverstonia australis)
(Liverstonia decipiens)

Midyim

(Austromyrtus dulcis)

Wedding bush

(Ricinocarpus pinifolius)

Woombye
(Pheblium woombye)

Hop bushes

(Dodonaea triquetra)

Tea trees
(Leptospermum semibaccatum)
(Leptospermum petersoni)

Banksias
(Banksia errata)
(Banksia aemula)
(Banksia integrifolia)

Cotton tree
(Hibiscus tiliaceus)

Pandanus
(Pandanus tectorius stradbrokensis)
(Pandanus tectorius pedunculatus)

Moreton Bay ash
(Corymbia (Eucalyptus) tessillaris)

Alternative Fraser Island Plants for the Garden
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een panic or Guinea grass
jcum maximum)

Green panic seed
heads

d:
produced in spring, summer and
by vehicles.

Island:
side the roads in Eurong.

p and bagged. Regular mowing will
gradually eliminate it permanently.

orayed with 1% Glyphosate in water
ing.

More than Weeds

It is not only weed invaders which
threaten to change the natural character
of Fraser Island. Fraser Island is free of
many larger pest species such as feral
pigs, foxes, goat and rabbits which have
so badly impacted on other parts of
Australia. However, Cane toads have
devastated the fauna population and
there are other smaller less obvious
pests which could be even more
devastating.

Imported soil may carry some serious
pathogens such as Phytophthera
cinnamomi (Cinnamon fungus) which
attack the root systems of native plants
causing them to die. Worse, once on
Fraser Island, the spores of such
pathogens can be spread far and wide
and would have a devastating impact on
the natural vegetation.

Fire Ants have demonstrated the
potential dangers of introduced ants.
Many ant species hitch-hike to establish
new territories in pot plants and nursery
stock. Fraser Island has over 300
species of native ants, many of which
could be threatened by introductions.

Alien ants could easily be transported to
Fraser Island with almost any building
material but they would be most likely to
hitch-hike (as did the Fire Ants in
Brisbane) on potted plants.

These potential threats could be
introduced to Fraser Island with any pot
plants or soil or spread with the
movements of such material.




Easter cassia
(Senna pendula)i
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rounded bush up to 1.5 m high, with
s. It is covered in yellow 5-petal
ough winter.

t of frequent fires. Fire can be used
aster cassia in asset protection zones.

d pulled, but medium to large plants
stem for pulling. Beans on plants to
and pulled and bagged before treatment.

phosate (e.g. Roundup).
% Glyphosate is not as effective as cut

p treatment with Triclophyr (Garlon) with or

ith Triclophyr (Garlon) and diesel does

Origin:
North America.

Use:
Ornamental.

Reproduction & Spread:

In Autumn, groundsel bushes produce massive
“parachute” of white hairs. These seeds are blo
Groundsel bush seeds blow across the Strait fi
dormancy, germinating as soon as there is su
Cuthbertson 1992).

Management:
Maintain dense ground cover of shrub and tre
the base of plants. Burning is thus not an effe

Biological Control:

Some control with the gall midge Rhopalomy
Megacyllene mellyi and the larvae of Oidae
fungus have also been released. The most re
NRME in 1999, for which a monitoring projec
years of this trial, the rust had spread consid
the adult plants, but it remains to be seen if
infected plants should be spread into uninfe

Physical Control:
Hand pull seedlings. Small plants usually de
hand pulling is no longer effective.

Chemical Control:

1.5% Glyphosate foliage spray will usually kill
cold or dry spells. Do not use a higher concent
systemic absorption occurs. Brands containing
(e.g. Roundup Bioactive) are recommended in
Cut stump or basal bark with 11:120 Triclopyr 6(
Cut stumping with Glyphosate 0.7 to 1L/100
usually work. ‘




Ferny climbing-
asparagus
(Asparagus plumosus)

Ferny climbing
asparagus seeding

-3 mm in diameter) of ferny climbing asparagus
for metres. Up to 10-needle like leaves
ts along the branching stems.

produces small black berries, 5-6 mm across,
bove ground branches originate at an
hick roots radiating out from it. The plants can

e surveyed for this weed. Ferny asparagus
burces stored in the crown, so plants soon

st be dug out with a spade.

2cause of the fine nature of the foliage.
se, Triclophyr (Garlon) and diesel caused
xypyr 200g/L (Starane 200) and diesel
out 60% mortality of crowns.

ted by the drift and high mortality resulted.

Origin:
Tropical South America.

Use:
Ornamental.

Description:
Lantana forms a rounded bush up to 3 m tall with g
with the distinct “lantana” smell. Flowers varying fi
red crowd into a head 2-3 cm across. Purple to bl

Management:
Shade out Lantana by rehabilitation with dense fi
minimum.

Reproduction & Spread:
Flowering all year round, Lantana produces fru
often sag to the ground and grow roots where
killed separately. Lantana spreads into dense f

Biological Control:
Limited success with Lantana mealybug, Phe
Teleonemia scrupulosa in Queensland. Other
Ophiomyia lantanae which feeds on the fruit
scabripennis and Uroplata girardi, which have
northern NSW. Lantana rust Prospodium tube
Fraser Island, though it is too early to tell the

Physical Control:
Small to medium plants growing in sand are ea

Chemical Control:
Spot spray actively growing plants with 1% G
cover all foliage.
Cut stump with 10 to 50% Glyphosate (e.g. R«
spray works well.
Spot spray with Triclopyr (Garlon) at 0.35-0.59
0.35-0.75%, or Metasulfuron methal (Brush-Of
all in water.
Cut stump or basal bark with Triclopyr 600g/L (
Spot spray with 0.5% Glyphosate (e.g. Rounduy
Spraymate Bondcrete) in water by gas gun (500
Spot spray plants with Glyphosate (e.g. Roundup) an
spraying, spray regrowth with a selective .a'ﬁ‘{
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gapore daisy
gneticola trilobata)

Singapore daisy
flower

s to a height of 30 cm with yellow daisy-like
is runner spreads by suckering from nodes.

ad:
t of the year, this plant spreads mostly by

stations should be raked around to provide a
dry branches, should be piled on the weed

and is effective, but can prove difficult due to
ems and the persistence of the roots. Mowing
en provides effective control.

Brushoff) 10g/100L of water is recommended
ed treatments to kill regrowth.

(Brushoff) is better than Glyphosate because it is
hosate kills the tops but it will grow back.

Fox-tail asparagus
(Asparagus aethiopicus)

Origin:
South Africa.

Use:
Ornamental.

Description:
Fox-tail asparagus has spiny stems 30-60 cm |
node. The root system with its distinctive oblo
from this point.

Reproduction & Spread:
Red berries are spread by birds. White transl
roots but do not produce new plants.

Management:
Infestations should be marked with star picke
so treated sites can be checked for regrowth.

Biological Control:
None.

Physical Control:
Dig out and burn or bag the crowns before flo
as this is a prickly species. Regrowth is highl

Chemical Control:
Spray or spotspray regrowth with Dicamba (Ka
Spray with Glyphosate (Roundup) 1:100 + Pul
Glyphosate without wetting agent does not wor
Spray with diesel.
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